The ABCs of the
Independent Citizens

Redistricting Commission
A General, Non-technical Overview*



The Independent Citizens Redistricting Process
- An Introduction” -

Austinites volunteer for the Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee
* Qualified

« Capable
«  Willing to accept conflict of interest restrictions

Applicant Review Panel assures citizen volunteers
meet requirements

<. Independent panel created by the City Auditor

« 3 panel members selected at random from qualified
applicants

Name 14 member Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee

| | 10 council districts drawn by Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC




Who Can Be An
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commissioner?*

City Auditor publicizes to attract an applicant pool that is:
 Large

« Diverse by race, ethnicity, gender, and geography

« Qualified (see next charts)

Open to:

Any Austin voter:

« Volunteer

» Registered to vote for at least 5 years
» Voted in 3 of the last 5 city elections

OR

One commission member position is open for

any student voter:

* Volunteer

» Studying at a community college or
university in Austin

* Registered to vote in Austin.

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC



Independent Citizens Redistricting Commissioner
Qualifications and Disqualifications™

e Qualifications:
 Relevant analytical skills
1 » Impartial

. Residency in various parts of the City

Disqualifications:

. Neither held nor ran for city or state elective office for 5
prior years

. Not been a paid employee on a campaign committee or
paid consultant to a public official for 5 years.

« Has not lobbied for 5 years.

« Was not a major contributor in the last city election.

. Has not been a paid city employee for 3 years .

« Has not received a professional, non-competitively bid City
contract for 3 years

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC



Independent Citizens Redistricting Commissioners
Future Activity Restrictions*

Future activity restrictions
* Ineligible for 10 years to hold elective office for the city
* Ineligible for 3 years,
 to hold appointive office for the city
* to serve as paid staff for the city or the city council
 to be a paid consultant to the city or the city council
* to receive a non-competitively bid contract with the city 1

T These restrictions apply to the individual and all entities
for which the individual is a controlling person.

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC



What is the Applicant Review Panel?*
What Does It Do?*

Membership and creation:

* Created by the City Auditor

« 3 qualified, independent, licensed auditors, randomly selected
from the pool of all qualified auditors

 City Auditor assures Applicant Review Panel members meet
the same qualifications and disqualifications as for
commissioners for the Redistricting Commission (see above
charts)

Responsibilities:

* Review the pool of applicants for the Redistricting Commission
« Select 60 most qualified applicants

* Manage the random selection process

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC



How Are The Independent Citizens
Redistricting Commissioners Selected*?

60 most quallfled appllcants selected by Appllcant Rewew Panel
Submltted to City Councnl |

Each Council member may remove one applicant without explanation

v

City Audltor randomly and publlcly selects 8 commlssmners

The 8 randomly selected Commissioners choose by supermajority vote 6
additional Commissioners, reflecting Austin’s diversity (race, ethnicity; gender,

geography)

Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee - 14 members

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC



How are the Council Districts Drawn?*

Independent Citizens Commission acts impartially by having an:
* Open and transparent process

* Full public input and comment

* Applying Specific Redistricting Criteria

Redistricting criteria:

«  Comply with the US Constitution: “one man, one vote.”

+ Comply with the federal Voting Rights Act and other laws.

« Geographically contiguous and compact districts.

* Respect integrity of neighborhoods and communities of interest

* Use geographically identifiable boundaries.

 Cannot consider residence of incumbents or political candidates.

* Cannot favor or discriminate against any incumbent, political
candidate, or political group.

4 Voting: Actions require 9 or more yes votes

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC



The Independent Citizens Redistricting Process
- Introduction (Repeated)* -

Austinites volunteer for the Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee
* Qualified

« Capable
«  Willing to accept conflict of interest restrictions

Applicant Review Panel assures citizen volunteers
meet requirements
* Independent panel created by the City Auditor

3 panel members selected at random from qualified
applicants

Name 14 member Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee

NS

10 council districts drawn by Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee

* For the specific language & more details, please see the Citizens Districting 10-1 petition
Paid for and authorized by Austinites for Geographic Representation, PAC
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